
nature’s
notebook

What is Nature’s Notebook?
 
Nature’s Notebook is a national-scale professional 
and citizen science program focused on the tim-
ing of seasonal plant and animal life cycle events 
(phenology), and is a great tool for teaching about 
ecosystems, the environment, species response to 
change (especially climate), and the scientifi c pro-
cess.  By participating in Nature’s Notebook obser-
vations you or your program participants collect of 
seasonal events become part of a data resource 
that will be used by scientists and decision-makers 
for many decades to come. Phenology data are 
used by researchers to understand how plants and 
animals are responding to a rapidly warming cli-
mate.  Phenology data also support management 
decisions pertaining to allergies, wildfi res, water, 
and conservation.  

How can participating in Nature’s Notebook 
help me? 

Engaging visitors in Nature’s Notebook at your 
site can support your natural resource program 
goals. Nature’s Notebook is grounded in real-world 
scientifi c research. Participants and visitors can 

immediately see their observations and compare 
them to others made locally and nationwide.

Use Nature’s Notebook to:

• Engage visitors in the natural world
• Train volunteers for public programs
• Develop interpretive talks and walks
• Answer local science and management questions
• Encourage long-term participation and collabora-
tion between science and outreach staff and your 
community  
• Teach about seasonal changes in your environ-
ment and climate change

How much time does participating in Nature’s 
Notebook require?

Depending on how your project is structured, it 
will take about one hour per week (or per out-
door session), once established, to make and enter 
observations. 

Visitors can be encouraged to play a role in Nature’s 
Notebook data collection through the use of inter-
pretive signs and self-guided phenology walks.  

If you are pressed for time and staff, you may 
choose to create an abridged implementation of 
Nature’s Notebook at your site. Contact the USA-
NPN Education Coordinator for more details (edu-
cation@usanpn.org).

 
Nature’s Notebook in Your 
Park or Natural Area
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Nature’s 
Notebook 
is a great 

way to 
engage 

people in 
climate 
change 
science. 



What do I need to do?

• Determine how Nature’s Notebook can support your 
current program needs using our Project Planning 
Guide  (www.usanpn.org/partner/resources)

• Create an account in Nature’s Notebook

• Work with USA-NPN staff to create a “group site” in 
Nature’s Notebook so that many participants can track 
the same plants and animals. As a group site admin-
istrator you can manage group members, set up the 
plants and animals to be monitored, see observations 
submitted by each member and manage the data.  

• Explore the Nature’s Notebook resources and curricula 
available for your use, including Phenology Garden and 
Phenology Trail guides (www.usanpn.org/education)

• Collect observations with your visitors on a weekly 
basis, throughout the year, and submit online via the 
Nature’s Notebook interface. All observations are valu-
able and data are especially useful to researchers and 
decision-makers if they span multiple years. Consider 
incorporating Nature’s Notebook into your site’s long-
term project goals. 

• View your submitted data and compare it to other 
data submitted across the United States

• Analyze data to answer local science and resource 
management questions, and consider adjustments to 
species, phenophases and seasons for monitoring 

• Have fun!
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For information on how to get 
stated with Nature’s Notebook, 
contact the USA-NPN’s 
Education Coordinator 
(education@usanpn.org).


