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Why Observe?

Carpenter bees are important native pollinators in
the Sonoran Desert. They build nests by creating
holes in old wood and pithy woody plants, where
they will store pollen, lay an egg, and then seal up
the hole with wood chips. Males gather together
in groups called “leks” during breeding, releasing
pheromones so that females can find them and
choose a mate.

Tips for Identification
These bees are unusually large at about an inch &
long, round, black and shiny. Few hairs on the Fugene Zelenko via Wikimedia

abdomen. Males are a golden-blonde color with GNU Free Documentation License
green eyes.

Be aware there is variation from individual to
individual within a species, so your animal may not
look exactly like the one pictured. If you are
uncertain whether or not a phenophase is
occurring, report a “?” for its status until it
becomes clear what you are observing after
subsequent visits.

K K Schneider via Flickr CC BY-NC 2.0

This Phenophase Photo Guide has been vetted by the USA-NPN NCO. It is appropriate for use as Last updated: August 2022
a supplement to the Nature's Notebook phenophase definition sheet for this species.


https://www.flickr.com/photos/16914249@N08/13281150014
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Xylocopa_varipuncta-Female-2.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:GNU_Free_Documentation_License,_version_1.2
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One or more adults are seen
moving about or at rest.

Flower Visitation

One or more individuals are
seen visiting flowers or flying
from flower to flower. If
possible, record the name of
the plant or describe it in the
comments field.

Nest Building

One or more adults are seen
(or heard) chewing into wood
to construct a nest.

Scot Nelson via Flickr CCO
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Male Adults

One or more adult males are
seen moving about or at rest. For
Xylocopa varipuncta, males are
fuzzy and gold in color with green
eyes, whereas females are
completely black.

Robin Agarwa via Flickr CC BY-NC 2.0 (cropped)

Image Needed

email
photos@usanpn.org

Image Needed

email
photos@usanpn.org

Mating

A male and female are seen
coupled in a mating position,
usually with the male on top of
the female.

Nest Provisioning

One or more adults are seen
entering the nest with pollen.
For Xylocopa varipuncta,
pollen is carried between hairs
on the hind legs and looks like
bright yellow, orange or white
"fuzz".

Phenophases not pictured: Dead Adults, Individuals in a trap
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a supplement to the Nature's Notebook phenophase definition sheet for this species.



https://www.flickr.com/photos/30314434@N06/49835949446
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/2.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/29233640@N07/49891229696/in/photolist-2j1HAps-2nodbhE-9pH2G7-2mgKVvP-7V9ExX-2meW9cW-2mgF8zG-2mq7DpC-2jgqfUb-2my34UR-2kV2vpL-TpNhss-2mduDDS-e6dGfb-9vbJ77-LByfXQ-qFpkMr-ACr2rq-2kBMKXk-2gDM79y-2mLeSgW-pLSMmG-CkuXc-2jJWsRe-TezVE5-9wyazV-2kZiTGm-uvkaKy-Z8LVYq-rCbDgc-EXFcyU-2kZk1MD-5pCdFR-9B4o9x-2iVqqdX-CkuJb-9xTPAd-cKboSw-2eGbSE3-byVPtC-9WNkyk-DveNTb-2kTXk76-9pGHRL-2iVvL8e-TxUobo-ca7VQQ-93uHUX-2kUyv2P-8tdH3M
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Xylocopa_wailea_maui_hawaii.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/62295966@N07/15042183918
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/

