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CITIZEN SCIENCE PROGRAM RESOURCES: 
Online resources to help you find a program that is right for your Refuge 

 

Federal Citizen Science Toolkit 

The official citizen science toolkit from the Federal Government. This toolkit shows five basic process 

steps for planning, designing and carrying out a crowdsourcing or citizen science project. At each step, 

you’ll find a list of tips you can use to keep your program on track. Also contains case studies and a 

resource library. 

crowdsourcing-toolkit.sites.usa.gov 

Cornell Lab of Ornithology Citizen Science Toolkit 

Resources for designing new programs, and supporting existing ones. In-depth information, resources 

and case studies for six steps: Choose a question, Form a team, Refine protocols, Recruit participants, 

Train participants, Accept data, Analyze data, Disseminate results, Measure effects. 

www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/toolkit 

Citsci.org  

A place to host the program you create, and make it either public or private. CitSci.org provides tools for 

the entire research process including: creating new programs, managing program members, building 

custom data sheets, analyzing collected data, and gathering participant feedback. 

citsci.org 

SciStarter 

Searchable database of over 800 citizen science project across the country. Search by category and see 

the required materials and a description for each project.   

www.scistarter.com 

Wilson Center 

Extensive project database to find, join and contribute to science through recreational activities and 

citizen science research. You can also find participants for your programs. 

ccsinventory.wilsoncenter.org 

Also try USGS My Science (txpub.usgs.gov/myscience) and Citizen Science Central (Cornell Lab of 

Ornithology, http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit/projects) to find programs 
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A sample of citizen science projects currently used on the National Wildlife Refuge System: 

Program 
Name 

Description URL 

Nature’s 
Notebook 

Nature’s Notebook engages professional and citizen scientists in 
making observations of plant and animal phenology using 
protocols designed to inform current scientific and resource 
management concerns. The primary goal of Nature’s Notebook is 
collection of useful data that is made freely available to anyone 
with an interest in animal or plant phenology, while a secondary 
goal is education and outreach. Data are made freely available in 
raw or summarized form and through visualization tools.  

nn.usanpn.org 

eBird eBird is a real-time, online checklist program to maximize the 
utility and accessibility of the vast numbers of bird observations 
made each year by recreational birders. The observations of each 
participant join those of others in an international network of 
eBird users. eBird then shares these observations with a global 
community of educators, land managers, ornithologists, and 
conservation biologists through raw data and visualizations.  

www.ebird.org 

Project 
Budburst 

Project BudBurst engages a broad audience in making 
observations of plant phenology using simple protocols.  
Resources on the Project BudBurst web site reach audiences from 
elementary students to Master Gardeners. The primary goal of 
Project BudBurst is education and outreach.  An important 
secondary goal is to collect useful data that is made freely available 
to scientists, educators, and anyone with an interest in plant 
phenology.  

www.budburst.org 

Christmas 
Bird Count 

From December 14 through January 5 each year tens of thousands 
of volunteers throughout the Americas collect data in this long-
running wildlife census to assess the health of bird populations, 
and to help guide conservation action. 

www.audubon.org/cons
ervation/science/christ
mas-bird-count 

iNaturalist iNaturalist is an online social network as well as  a crowdsourced 
species identification system and an organism occurrence 
recording tool. Its primary goal is to connect people to nature, and 
secondary goal is to generate scientifically valuable biodiversity 
data from these personal encounters. 

www.inaturalist.org 

The Big Sit The Big Sit! is an annual, international, noncompetitive birding 
event hosted by Bird Watcher’s Digest and founded by the New 
Haven (Connecticut) Bird Club. Every year, bird watchers from 
around the globe unite on this special day by participating in this 
free event, open to any person and club in any country. 

www.birdwatchersdiges
t.com/bwdsite/connect/
bigsit 

Journey 
North 

Journey North engages citizen scientists in a global study of 
wildlife migration and seasonal change. K-12 students share their 
own field observations with classmates across North America. 

www.learner.org/jnorth 

 

Presentation slides for Citizen Science on Your Refuge given at NCTC Moving Friends Forward Training on January 

22, 2015 are accessible at www.usanpn.org/MovingFriendsFoward 
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