
[1] 
 

 

 
Big environmental stories happen in America’s national parks.  
 
Climate change? It’s happening in national parks.  
 
Sustainability? We’re at work on a number of fronts to make the National Park Service greener. 
How about a ranger station that generates enough power that we could sell it back to the utility? 
Or a big national park that reduced waste to landfill by 80 percent. 
 
National parks are the places to explore coastal/ocean ecosystems. The national park system of 
395 parks includes 84 coastal parks of which 40 are true underwater parks. And we have some 
pretty cool stories from the Great Lakes and our nation’s rivers and streams. 
 
We’ve pulled together story ideas on science, sustainability, climate change, archeology and 
other cultural and natural resource goings on in the National Park Service. Our communications 
officers will facilitate interviews with subject matter experts and we encourage journalists to 
report from national parks. Your primary contacts in Washington are David Barna, Chief 
Spokesman for the National Park Service 202-208-6843, david_barna@nps.gov and Jeffrey 
Olson 202-208-6843 – office, 202-230-2088 – cell, Jeffrey_olson@nps.gov. Email is a great way 
to reach us. There is a network of public information officers in the National Park Service and a 
link to their contact information at the top of the press kit page. 
 
Here are a couple of links to videos about science and oceans. Then check out the list of story 
ideas that follows. 
 
Science in parks video 
http://nature.nps.gov/multimedia/gwseries/science.cfm  
 
Ocean ecology, conservation and science videos 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/multimedia/Ocean1/index.cfm  
 
 

 • INVASIVE SPECIES • 
Tegu Lizard: The latest non-native threat to the ecosystem introduced by the world of exotic pet fanciers 
is a black-and-white omnivore and it’s on the loose in south Florida. They grow to four to five feet, live 
for 15 to 20 years and because of their fondness for eggs and young hatchlings are a real threat to ground-
nesting birds and turtles and could impact threatened and endangered species, including Gopher 
Tortoises. Contact: Tony Pernas, 305-252-0347, tony_pernas@nps.gov or Shane McKinley, 305-753-
3557, alan_mckinley@nps.gov  
 
Zap invaders before they land: Pestilential invaders like the zebra mussel arrived from Europe in ballast 
water of seagoing ships. A simple method to treat ballast water – before it is dumped into the Great Lakes 
– appears to be the answer to stop future aquatic species migration. Contact: Isle Royale National Park 
Superintendent Phyllis believes in the project. Phyllis_green@nps.gov, 906-337-4986. 
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Giving Invasive Species the Brush Off: We’re putting 55 boot brush stations in at trail heads in national 
parks of the Great Lakes Region to help reduce the spread of seeds from invasive plant species. The 
project is part of a campaign to illustrate the effects invasive species have on their parks and communities 
and provide actions people can take to reduce the number of invasive species and their negative impacts.  
Contact: Carmen Chapin, 715-682-0631x30, carmen_chapin@nps.gov  or Marcus Key, 219-395-1582, 
marcus_key@nps.gov  
 
Lion hunting in the Ocean: Members of the Biscayne National Park dive team are waging an 
underwater battle against the invasive lionfish, a voracious eater of native fish, shrimp and other marine 
species. At stake are some of the very resources that the park was created to protect, the valuable marine 
life in and around coral reefs, sea grass meadows and mangrove forests. It is the only known marine 
invasive species recognized to have established itself throughout the Caribbean and the coastal waters of 
the southeastern United States. Contact: Vanessa McDonough, vanessa_mcdonough@nps.gov 305-230-
1144 ext. 027, Cliff McCreedy, 202-513-7164, cliff_mccreedy@nps.gov  
 
Cheat Grass: It came from Europe in the late 1800s, covers 100 million acres of the American west 
today but until 20 years ago lived below the 8,000 foot level. That boundary seems to have been smashed, 
in part because of warmer winters, and has been found as high as 9,500 feet above sea level in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. Bromus tectorum has drastically altered landscapes in many national parks, 
especially after wildfires, and has a growth strategy that staggers the imagination. Contact: Rita Beard, 
970- 267-2165, rita_beard@nps.gov  
 
Elwha River Restoration: The most important ecological restoration project in the 21st Century lies in 
the Elwha River ecosystem and Olympic National Park. Dam removal is underway. See it disappear 
before your eyes in this slide show: http://video-monitoring.com/construction/olympic/silver.htm  
In addition to the fascinating images of deconstruction, there is much to report on the biological side 
because scientists spent years crawling over Elwha country for the “before dam removal” picture against 
which the recovery story unfolds http://www.nps.gov/olym/naturescience/elwha-ecosystem-
restoration.htm  or www.video-monitoring.com/construction/olympic/js.htm Contact:  Barb Maynes, 
barb_maynes@nps.gov  360-565-3005. Brenda Francis, Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, 360-452-8471 ext. 
137. 
 

 • OCEANS • 
Coral reef health … or lack thereof: Coral reef systems have declined dramatically in 30 years. 
National Park Service scientists and technicians have documented an increase in the prevalence and types 
of coral diseases, an increase in macro algal cover, and a decrease in the number and size of some key fish 
species. For example, in the 1970s and 1980s, some reefs in the U.S. Virgin Islands National Park had 
coral cover greater than 40% while microalgae were rare or absent. Hurricanes cause damage but also 
cool ocean waters that have warmed sufficiently to contribute to the loss. There are also water quality 
issues and development that threaten healthy coral reefs. Contact: Jeff Miller, coral reef biologist, 340-
693-8950 x227, William_j_miller@nps.gov  
 
Ocean Parks Are Living Laboratories for Climate Change: Warmer and more acidic oceans threaten 
marine biodiversity in 84 national parks. Scientists study these trends at places like Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve in Alaska and Washington state’s Olympic National Park as well as in the National 
Park of American Samoa. Their work helps to prepare park managers who must deal with climate change 
impacts on marine mammals, salmon, coral reefs, tide pool communities and other species and habitats.  
Check out ocean science videos at: http://www.nature.nps.gov/multimedia/Ocean1/index.cfm  
Contact: Cliff McCreedy, 202-513-7164, cliff_mccreedy@nps.gov or Jeffrey Cross, 970-225-3547, 
Jeffrey_cross@nps.gov  
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Rising Tide: National seashores face uncertain future as sea levels rise – The National Park Service 
has 84 ocean and coastal parks and more than 12,000 miles of shoreline and much of that is vulnerable as 
oceans rise. This threatens park resources, especially places visitors have gathered for generations. We’re 
still at work to find out basic information, like how far above sea level campgrounds and other facilities 
are today. How do we effectively cope with this sea level rise? What happens to communities near these 
parks? We’re at work to develop strategies that protect coastal resources and promote their long term 
resilience and sustainability. It’s a big story to explore today and over time. Contact: Rebecca Beavers, 
303-987-6945, Rebecca_beavers@nps.gov, Cat Hawkins Hoffman, 970-225-3567, 
cat_hawkins_hoffman@nps.gov  
 
Working to Understand Ocean Acidification in Glacier Bay National Park: Oceans are an incredible 
buffer to increasing atmospheric carbon dioxide, absorbing approximately one-third of annual 
anthropogenic emissions. But the process by which sea water absorbs carbon dioxide also produces 
carbonic acid, and research indicates that the world's oceans are acidifying at a rate greater than any 
experienced over the last 65 million years. Acidification is expected to occur faster and more strongly at 
northern latitudes, and may result in disruptions to the base of marine food webs with potential higher-
level effects to salmon and marine mammals. In Glacier Bay, Alaska, the National Park Service 
cooperates with researchers from the University of Alaska - Fairbanks to understand the dynamics – and 
potential implications – of ocean acidification in this renowned hotspot of marine productivity. Contact: 
Brendan Moynahan, 907.364.2621, brendan_moynahan@nps.gov or Lewis Sharman, 907.697.2624, 
lewis_sharman@nps.gov  
 

 • CLIMATE SCIENCE • 
It’s the “P” word for climatologists: Vegetation phenology studies the timing of biological events – like 
the time of year cherry blossoms well, bloom. Phenologists study timing in the lifecycles of vegetation, 
like beginning and extend of flowering and fruiting periods, budding, leafing out, and fall color.  Many of 
these events are sensitive to climatic variation and change, and are simple to observe and record. And 
changes in phenology have been linked to climate change. National Park Service scientists and 
technicians, and citizen scientists, are in the midst of a phenology study in Washington D.C. circle fort 
parks. Contact: Giselle Mora-Bourgeois, Science Education Coordinator, Urban Ecology Research 
Learning Alliance Center for Urban Ecology, National Capital Region, 202-342-1443 Ext 220; 
Giselle_Mora-Bourgeois@nps.gov  
 
Shifting Seasonal Patterns and Climate Change: Tree buds and ice breakup are signals of spring. 
Changes in their annual timing can be an indicator of large-scale changes in a particular landscape or 
species. National Park Service scientists and technicians in Alaska have 10 years of data from the Noatak 
Basin that show an increase in “greenness” from a warmer climate. The result is an increase in plant 
biomass in an area that typically has a sparse landscape. Increased warming as a result of climate change 
is expected to result in greater variation in the seasonality of snowpack, lake ice, and vegetation, which in 
turn may affect river discharges, wildlife foraging and movement. National Park Service employees in 
Alaska’s inventory and monitoring program are at work to better understand shifts in seasonal patterns 
and use high resolution satellite imagery combined with remote cameras and field observations to provide 
information. Contact: Amy Miller, amy_e_miller@nps.gov, 907-644-3683; Chuck Lindsay, 
chuck_lindsay@nps.gov, 907-235-7892; or Brooke Carney, celeste_carney@nps.gov, 907-644-3695 
 
The Algae Time Machine: Scientists in several national parks are going back in time… as far as 20,000 
years by looking at tiny algal cells called diatoms that are captured in lake sediment cores. Diatoms may 
reveal how climate change, air, and water pollutants affected ancient park ecosystems and indicate how 
present environments may respond to future changes. As aquatic conditions change over time the types of 
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algae change too, altering the food sources for aquatic insects and fish. By looking for diatom species 
changes over thousands of years through deposited sediments, scientists learn how environmental factors 
affect national parks. Contact: Tamara Blett, 303-969-2011, tamara_blett@nps.gov  
 
Something’s Fishy: The presence of contaminants in fish may well affect food webs in national parks. A 
recent National Park Service-sponsored study found airborne contaminants like pesticides and mercury in 
fish from remote, relatively pristine national parks across the western U.S. and Alaska. Tests show 
contaminant concentrations in fish in many national parks that exceed human and wildlife health 
consumption thresholds. Intersex fish, which have male and female reproductive structures in the same 
fish, have an abnormality linked to contaminant exposure and were also detected. Follow-up work by 
universities and the U.S. Geological Survey will assess the impact and extent of contamination in fish 
throughout 20+ national parks in the western U.S. and Alaska. Contact: Colleen Flanagan, 303-969-
2806, colleen_flanagan@nps.gov; and visit http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/Studies/air_toxics/wacap.cfm  
 
Dragonflies – Mapping Mercury through Citizen Science: Decades of research indicate elevated and 
pervasive levels of mercury across numerous national park landscapes. Students, visitors, and the public 
are collecting dragonfly larvae for mercury analyses at Acadia National Park and other national parks of 
the northeast U.S. Check out this citizen science project, which extends beyond the region to parks 
including Everglades and Great Smoky Mountains national parks, to help raise awareness about impacts 
of airborne mercury. Dragonfly larvae are indicators of ecosystem health that show the potential toxic 
effects of mercury. Data about mercury levels in dragonflies will help us better understand the spatial 
extent of mercury contamination that results partly from coal-burning power plants. Contact: Colleen 
Flanagan, 303-969-2806, colleen_flanagan@nps.gov) 
 
Please don’t pick the wildflowers (they have enough problems!): high alpine areas in Rocky Mountain 
and other high altitude national parks have a brief explosion of wildflower colors and they are a delight. 
But a warmer climate may well affect this display. We expect shrubs and trees from lower elevations will 
take advantage and move upward. They could crowd out the variety of wildflowers that now populate 
alpine meadows. Nitrogen from air pollution is expected to exacerbate this upward expansion. National 
Park Service scientists and technicians use an ecosystem model, ForSAFE-VEG, to help forecast changes 
in plant communities. Contact: Ellen Porter, 303-969-2617, ellen_porter@nps.gov  
 

Glacier mapping project to document change in Alaska’s national parks: National Park Service and 
partner scientists are gaining a better understanding of how Alaska glaciers have changed in the last 
several decades. Using repeat photography, satellite imagery, and digital elevation models to document 
the physical characteristics of glaciers in Alaska’s national parks, scientists can calculate the change in 
volume over time and make estimates about recent changes in glaciers on a regional scale. In addition to 
publishing results in scientific literature, findings from this effort will be summarized in an illustrated 
guide to the glaciers of Alaska’s national parks. Initial results will be reported in November with project 
completion in 2013. Contact: Bruce Giffen, 907-644-3572, bruce_giffen@nps.gov or Brooke Carney, 
907-644-3695, celeste_carney@nps.gov 

 
Climate change frontline: Alaska sees climate change effects in significant ways. National Park Service 
land managers have applied what’s happened to scenario planning to understand what else could happen 
in northern national parks. Landscape changes so far: glacial retreat, low tundra replaced by woody 
shrubs, permafrost melting, lake and pond drying (with consequences for birds.) Spring comes early, fall 
is late, and winter and summer are warmer with wide-ranging implications that begin with fire. Contact: 
John Quinley, 907-644-3512, john_quinley@nps.gov 
 
Understanding the effects of melting permafrost in Alaska: Permafrost, ground that stays frozen year 
after year, dominates the landscape in northern Alaska and is found in 10 of Alaska’s 16 national parks. 
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Significant permafrost thaw is expected with future climate change and will likely result in the formation, 
enlargement or drying of lakes and other bodies of water and slumps and depressions in the landscape. 
These features often result in increased erosion, landslides and increased sediment loads in lakes and 
streams. To better understand impacts of thawing permafrost, National Park Service and partner scientists 
are using satellite imagery, 3D modeling, and on-site documentation to map these features. This 
monitoring program has recently been expanded due to the potential for accelerated thaw rates in Alaska. 
Contact: Dave Swanson, 907-455-0665, david_k_swanson@nps.gov, or Brooke Carney, 
celeste_carney@nps.gov, 907-644-3695 

 
 • WILDLIFE • 
Sea turtles, the ancient mariners: National Park Service scientists have tracked and rescued six different 
species of endangered and threatened sea turtles for several decades They’ve located and guarded nests, 
incubated eggs from others and released tens of thousands of sea turtles hatchlings from 28 different 
national parks. Explore this fascinating topic with the scientists, technicians and park rangers who do the 
work year after year. Find out the latest about sea turtles including reactions to BP oil spill.  Track sea 
turtles at: www.seaturtle.org/tracking/index.shtml?project_id=663  and click on a name. 
Contacts: Donna Shaver, chief of sea turtle science and recovery, Padre Island National Seashore, 
donna_shaver@nps.gov, 361-949-8173 xt. 226. 
Zandy Hillis-Star, chief of resource management, Christiansted NHS/Buck Island Reef NM/Salt River 
Bay NHP-EP, zandy_hillis-starr@nps.gov, 340-773-1460 xt. 235.  
John Stiner, resource management specialist, Cape Canaveral National Seashore john_stiner@nps.gov, 
321-267-1110 xt. 14 
 
Florida panther population rebounds: From a low of 30 to 50 in the 1980s and 90s, the Florida panther 
population today is up to 160. National Park Service scientists, technicians and veterinarians believe the 
increase so far comes in part from a genetic restoration project that started at their low population point 
15-plus years ago. Because of the dearth of Florida panthers, eight female Texas cougars were released 
into panther range. The new genetic material seems to have driven out many, if not most previous 
“genetic anomalies.” Protecting natural areas within the panther’s range – which includes Big Cypress 
National Preserve – is even more important as the panther population grows. Contact: Debra Jansen, 
239-695-1179, deborah_jansen@nps.gov  Kevin Castle, 970-267-2162, Kevin_castle@nps.gov  
 
Major recovery of Peregrine Falcons in Yukon-Charley: DDT and similar pesticides sent these 
predators to the endangered species list in 1973. Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve is a major 
breeding area for the raptors. In 36 years of monitoring, the upper Yukon has gone from 11 nesting pairs 
to 53 pairs without nesting manipulation or captive-bred releases. Park studies continue. Floating the river 
is a great summer story, for the birds, gold rush history and botanical values in the preserve. Contact: 
John Quinley, 907-644-3512, john_quinley@nps.gov  
 
New Species Found in National Park near Nation's Capital: A new species of caddis fly, recently 
dubbed Neophylax virginica, has been described from Turkey Run Park, a unit of the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway and figuratively within view of the Capitol. This is the seventh previously not 
described species found at the parkway in the last few years. Other discoveries include flies, an amphipod 
and a moth. Nearly 100 species not previously recorded in Virginia have been found at the park. Contact: 
Brent Steury, 703-289-2541, brent_steury@nps.gov  
 
Freshwater Sponges Discovered in Prince William Forest Park: A freshwater sponge (Ephydatia 
meulleri) last seen in the National Capital Region in the mid 1970’s has been rediscovered in the waters 
of the Quantico Creek, in Prince William Forest Park. The park, 35 miles south of Washington D.C., 
protects 15,000 acres of piedmont forest. Finding the freshwater sponge means Quantico Creek has very 
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clean water and is an example of a healthy and diverse piedmont stream ecosystem. Contact: Marian 
Norris, (202) 342-1443 x206, marian_norris@nps.gov  
 
Vulnerable Birds near Washington, D.C.: Wood thrushes, considered vulnerable on a continental scale 
by Partners in Flight, have been seen in Washington, D.C. area national parks. The birds are more than 
tourists. They are among the 10 most abundant birds species in several National Capital Region parks. 
That’s saying something for parks surrounded by increasing urbanization. Contact: Patrick Campbell, 
NPS NCRN Program Manager, 202-342-1443 x 229, j_patrick_campbell@nps.gov, and Dr. Greg Shriver, 
Assistant Professor, University of Delaware, 302-831-1300, gshriver@udel.edu  
 

 • INVENTORY AND MONITORING • 
Monitoring for contaminants in resident lake fish: Contaminants such as mercury and heavy metals 
have significant negative effects in Alaska fish, especially when they are an important part of subsistence 
diets. National Park Service inventory and monitoring technicians are at work to analyze several resident 
fish species from selected lakes across Katmai and Lake Clark national parks and preserves. Check out 
the project, which also includes monitoring to better understand the role pacific salmon play in importing 
contaminants to the lakes. Contact: Jeff Shearer, jeff_shearer@nps.gov 907-644-3629; resource brief and 
more info available at http://science.nature.nps.gov/im/units/swan/index.cfm  
 

 • UNIQUE NATURAL RESOURCES FOR VISITORS • 
Dark skies are a trip: The night skies of national parks burn with a jillion billion stars. We call it a 
lightscape and National Park Service scientists call lightscapes places characterized by the natural rhythm 
of the sun and moon cycles, clean air, and of dark nights free of artificial light. Natural lightscapes – and 
soundscapes for that matter – are resources unto themselves and an integral part of your national park 
experiences. Many national parks have night skies free of man-made light and – surprise – feature ranger 
programs and annual star parties. Explore the dark skies and the science of lightscapes with Chad Moore, 
970-267-7212, chad_moore@nps.gov and http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/lightscapes/index.cfm  
 
Listen … you’re in a national park soundscape: What’s a soundscape? National Park Service scientists 
and technicians say it’s the human perception of the acoustical environment. Our natural sounds program 
differentiates between the physical sound sources and human perceptions of those sounds. The 
combination of physical sound resources, or acoustic resources, at a particular location comprises what is 
known as the acoustical environment. Acoustic resources include both natural sounds (wind, water, 
wildlife, vegetation) and cultural and historic sounds (battle reenactments, tribal ceremonies, quiet 
reverence).  Check it out for your readers, viewers and listeners. Contact: Karen Trevino, 970-225-3563, 
Karen_trevino@nps.gov and http://www1.nrintra.nps.gov/naturalsounds/index.cfm   
 
Take a trip to the park without leaving town: Wonder what the tourists are seeing right now at Mount 
Rainier, Yellowstone, Shenandoah and Acadia national parks? You can do it in five minutes at your desk 
by checking out National Park Service web cams at 18 different national parks. The view is updated every 
15 minutes, and you’ll get a lot of air quality data, too: ozone, particulate matter, visual range and weather 
conditions are updated hourly. Explore National Park Service webcam pages at 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/air/WebCams/index.cfm Contact: Dee Morse, 303-969-2817, 
dee_morse@nps.gov or Melanie Ransmeier, 303-969-2315, melanie_ransmeier@nps.gov  
 

 • AIR QUALITY • 
Help clear the air: National park visitors expect to see the spectacular vistas from television, movies and 
pictures first hand when they make the journey in person. Air pollutants, especially fine particles, can 
obscure visibility and disappoint visitors. That’s why park scientists and technicians monitor visibility 
conditions, investigate causes of visibility impairment, and work cooperatively with states and air 
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regulatory agencies to keep park views picturesque. Visibility studies at Grand Canyon National Park and 
at Great Smoky Mountains National Park contributed to regional air pollution control requirements. Take 
a look at long-term monitoring and research programs and projects within national parks. We find them 
imperative for initiating and supporting regulatory actions. Contact: John Vimont, 303-969-2808, 
john_vimont@nps.gov or John Bunyak, 303-969-2818, john_bunyak@nps.gov  
 
Get down in the weeds to understand ozone: Recent monitoring data shows ozone levels on the rise in 
several western national parks. Ozone, the main constituent of smog, is a strong oxidant and can harm 
human health and damage vegetation. The current boom in oil and gas development is a significant 
contributor to western ozone pollution. A new nationwide memorandum of understanding among the 
Departments of Interior and Agriculture, and the Environmental Protection Agency establishes a common 
process for the agencies to follow in analyzing the potential air quality impacts of proposed oil and gas 
activities on federally managed public lands. National Park Service scientists use advanced air quality 
models to better understand this complex issue and examine opportunities to improve air quality in 
national parks. Contact: Mike Barna, 970-491-8692, barna@cira.colostate.edu or John Bunyak, 303-969-
2818, john_bunyak@nps.gov  
 
Tetons nitrogen trackers: Human activity, especially from fossil fuel combustion and agriculture, has 
significantly increased the amount of reactive nitrogen in the atmosphere and its subsequent deposition to 
land. This deposition causes adverse effects in sensitive ecosystems like the high elevations in Grand 
Teton National Park where there is increasing evidence that ecosystem changes are underway. We’ve 
begun, with other partners, a study of the park to better understand the levels, form, and origin of reactive 
nitrogen being deposited in the park.  The study consists of extensive field data collection, data analysis, 
and modeling assessment. Contact: Bret Schichtel, 970-491-8581, Schichtel@cira.colostate.edu) 
 
Raining nitrogen, the search for a cleaner solution: Airborne ammonia and nitrate compounds 
produced by human activity Rocky Mountain National Park and other national park ecosystems in rain, 
snow, and dust. Research has shown that these forms of nitrogen pollution contribute to haze, obscure 
scenic views and cause changes in forest soils, alpine plants, and aquatic algae. Automobiles, power 
plants and agriculture produce nitrogen pollution. Check out how the National Park Service works with 
the Environmental Protection Agency and Colorado to reduce significant sources of nitrogen pollution, 
and how we collaborate with ag producers for broader use of voluntary practices to reduce ammonia 
emissions. Contact: Tamara Blett 303-969-2011 tamara_blett@nps.gov or Jim Cheatham, 970-586-1301 
jim_cheatham@nps.gov  
 
Too much of a good thing: Nitrogen helps plants grow but too much nitrogen upsets the balance of 
natural ecosystems. In Joshua Tree National Park, nitrogen from air pollution has helped exotic 
Mediterranean grasses invade desert areas that previously had only occasional shrubs along a dirt and 
rock strewn “floor.” In some years, exotic grasses now form continuous ground cover which allows 
wildfires to consume areas that never before experienced fire. And that changes the face of the desert 
forever. Contact: Ellen Porter, 303-969-2617, ellen_porter@nps.gov  
 

 • SUSTAINABILITY • 
National Parks as a Green Example: We call it the Climate Friendly Parks program, an internal 
National Park Service effort to provide parks with the tools and technical support to measure and reduce 
their greenhouse gas emission by integrating sustainability into their operations. Dozens of parks have 
already taken the Climate Friendly Parks challenge and all are scheduled to respond before the 2016 
centennial of the National Park Service. Park visitors will be able to see how we “go green” and we hope 
they’ll find practicable solutions for their own homes and communities. Contact: Margaret McRoberts, 
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303-987-6668, margaret_mcroberts@nps.gov or Julie Thomas McNamee, 202-513-7182, 
Julie_thomas_mcnamee@nps.gov   
 
Net zero sustainable ranger station: Park ranger Scott Ritner lives in a beautiful, if lonely, spot out at 
John Day Fossil Beds National Monument in central Oregon. It’s a comfortable one-person post. If you’re 
there for a ranger program, it’s Scott. He also hauls the trash and handles maintenance chores. Oh, and his 
award-winning home/ranger station produces enough electricity to provide hot water, heat, lights, power 
for his vehicle and then some. The extra juice goes on the grid. Come check it out. You can watch the 
electric meter run backward and learn a National Park Service sustainability story for your readers, 
viewers or listeners. Contact: Superintendent Jim Hammett, 541-987-2333, jim_hammett@nps.gov  
 
Green Buildings: The National Park Service 24 LEED certified buildings in place, 23 more registered 
under LEED and another 24 projects designed to LEED standards under construction. We’re about to 
release a Sustainable Building Implementation Plan which includes a Project Sustainability Tracking Tool 
to (surprise!) track compliance with federal sustainability regulations throughout the design and 
construction process for new construction and renovations. Contact: Shawn Norton, Branch Chief, 
Sustainable Operations, 202-354-1835, shawn_norton@nps.gov Mike Eissenberg, Sustainability 
Technical Specialist, 303-969-2488, mike_eissenberg@nps.gov  
 

Sustainability project may work at home, too: Anyone would have trouble keeping a green lawn with 
25 million people walking on it every year. That’s the case for the National Park Service on the National 
Mall in Washington. Now four national parks in the Midwest Region are part of a pilot project to improve 
turf management. The goal is to make a transition from a conventional pesticide /fertilizer based program 
to a “Systems Approach” and sustainable turf management based on building soil ecosystem health. We’ll 
look for reduced turf management costs and a reduction of environmental and human health risks. The 
project was developed by the National Park Service and Beyond Pesticides, a non-profit organization. 
Contact: John Sowl, 402-661-1872, john_sowl@nps.gov or Carol DiSalvo, 202-513-7183, 
carol_disalvo@nps.gov 
 
Renewable energy powers more efficient lights for:  the Liberty Bell, Theodore Roosevelt’s Sagamore 
Hill, at Baltimore’s Fort McHenry for the U.S. flag that flew during the War of 1812 while Francis Scott 
Key penned what would become our National Anthem. Whether it’s renewable energy or the move to 
more energy efficient lighting, it’s happening in America’s national parks. The Liberty Bell Center in 
Independence National Historical Park, which is powered exclusively through renewable energy, now 
boasts efficient, bright and long burning light provided by LEDs that consume less energy and produce 
almost no heat which means cost savings for light and cooling. Contact: Phil Sheridan, 215-597-0865, 
phil_sheridan@nps.gov or Josh Reyes 516-922-4788, josh_reyes@nps.gov  
 
Stars and Stripes update means lighter light bill and fewer injured gawkers: Fort McHenry in 
Baltimore Harbor is one of the few places in the nation mandated by Congress to fly the American flag 
continuously, "24/7." This flag is a replica of the original Star Spangled Banner and measures 30 by 42 
feet. For decades the flagpole was illuminated at night by two very large, ground level and inefficient 
incandescent floodlights.  Today it’s solar power and LED lighting technology. Contact: Phil Sheridan, 
215-597-0865, phil_sheridan@nps.gov 
 
Let’s talk geothermal, weatherization and saving money: Pick a park, any national park, and you’ve 
got a story about sustainability, going green and saving money. Geothermal? Try Edison, Longfellow, 
Fredrick Law Olmsted. Weatherization? Ring up Marsh-Billings mansion. Contact: Phil Sheridan, 215-
597-0865, phil_sheridan@nps.gov 
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 • CITIZEN SCIENCE • 
Citizen Science: Biodiversity discovery is one of 36 “Call to Action” items identified in a five-year 
project during the run up to the 2016 centennial of the National Park Service. National Park Service 
Director Jonathan B. Jarvis said the effort will involve park staff and volunteers from the public. The 
effort has an impressive track record as citizen science has been a part of National Park Service science 
work for five years through All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory and Bioblitz programs. To date, more than 
40 national parks have completed or are in the midst of these biodiversity inventory projects. More than 
18,000 species new to parks have been identified and more than 17,000 volunteers have been part of the 
discoveries. This is a story in every state and nearly every media market. Contact: Sally Plumb 970 267-
2180, sally_plumb@nps.gov, Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135, elaine_leslie@nps.gov) 
  
 • YOUTH AND SCIENCE • 
Climate Change is their Future: University students and graduate fellows are, sometimes literally, hip 
deep in the science of our changing climate. They’re the first generation of scientists and technicians 
who may spend their entire careers on the subject and they’re getting a foundational start with climate 
change projects in national parks through the George Melendez Wright Climate Change Internship and 
Fellowship Program. Contact: Tim Watkins, 202-513-7189, tim_watkins@nps.gov Angie Richman, 
970-267-2136, angie_richman@nps.gov Watch a bit of their work – about the red cheeked salamander 
and climate change and phenology in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park: 
http://www.nps.gov/grsm/photosmultimedia/video-climate-change-phenology.htm and 
http://www.nps.gov/grsm/photosmultimedia/climate-video1.htm 

 
Native American Science Fellowship: Seafha Blount, a member of the Yurok tribe, is the first National 
Park Service Native American Science Fellow. Her expertise includes traditional ecological knowledge, 
human dimensions, wildlife conservation and management, and Native American natural resources law 
and policy. She works with the Yurok Tribe and several agencies including the National Park Service, the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Wildlife Conservation Society to develop and accomplish wildlife 
conservation research projects in western parks. Contact:  Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135, 
elaine_leslie@nps.gov  
 
Biodiversity Ambassadors: Meet the first crop of biodiversity youth ambassadors – Dara Reyes and 
Valyssa Flores – each recruited to spread the word about biodiversity discovery and science activities in 
national parks. For each of the next five years, a student ambassador will attend the annual National Park 
Service/National Geographic Society BioBlitz. Reyes and Flores will participate in the Bioblitz at 
Saguaro National Park near Tucson, Ariz., this fall, blog about their thoughts and experiences, interview 
other students on site, and engage their peers about the BioBlitz when they return to school. Contact: 
Elaine Leslie, 970-267-2135, elaine_leslie@nps.gov; Jennifer Lee, 202-513-7188, jennifer_lee@nps.gov; 
Sally Plumb 970 267-2180, sally_plumb@nps.gov; http://www.nature.nps.gov/biology/biodiversity/  
 
Students Touch the Past with Hands-On Science in Alaska: In 2009 and 2010, high school students in 
the Alaska Summer Research Academy participated in archaeological excavations of a historic age Han 
Athabaskan settlement located in Yukon-Charley Rivers National Preserve. Students learned about the 
scientific techniques used by archaeologists and collaborated with local residents to explore how life in a 
small Alaska Native enclave compared to that in the nearby industrial mining operation. Contact: Jeff 
Rasic, 907-455-0632, Jeff_Rasic@nps.gov  
 

 • NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION • 
Cave and Karst Areas: The National Park Service manages more than 4,000 caves and portions of 
significant karst aquifers throughout the United States. Karst is a complex landform that typically 
contains sinkholes, caves, sinking streams, and springs. Many recharge areas for karst springs in national 
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parks extend well beyond park boundaries and have the potential for contamination problems. A new 
National Park Service study with the National Cave and Karst Research Institute will provide critical 
information needed to ensure resource protection for cave and karst areas within the national park system 
and it promises to have a less wonky side so non-scientists can learn about these important natural 
resources. Contact: Dale Pate, 575-785-3107, dale_pate@nps.gov, 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/geology/caves/programs.htm) 
 
Delaware Water Gap and Science … really: Some call it New York City’s national park since it’s just 
75 miles away but there is serious science research going on amongst the hikers, bikers, canoeists and 
kayakers, sightseers, painters and photographers.  

 The Delaware River has a not-so-stable past or present: A team of Baylor University 
researchers examined Delaware River floodplain soils and sediments and discovered episodes of 
significant stream erosion. Integrating GIS, stratigraphy, geochronology, and sediment analysis, 
the researchers documented paleo-flood chutes and cut-and-fill architecture with recognizable 
episodes of channel instability and floodplain erosion. A significant change in river style occurred 
about 5,800 years ago when the Delaware River valley began to fill with appreciable amounts of 
sediment. This period coincides with prolonged dry intervals and an ancient Eastern Hemlock 
(Tsuga canadensis) decline. Modern-day erosion suggests that the river is in an active state of 
floodplain erosion and the on-going hemlock decline may play a role. The Delaware, and many 
major rivers in eastern North America, drain partly-confined valleys which may have experienced 
similar changes in floodplain erosion during the Holocene. Contact: Brinnen Carter, Ph.D., 570-
588-3840, Brinnen_carter@nps.gov or Gary Stinchcomb, 215-460-4972, 
gary_stinchcomb@baylor.edu. http://www.nature.nps.gov/biology/biodiversity/ 

 Cobblestone Tiger Beetle Relocated, Wood Turtles monitored, Invasive Plants controlled: 
check out news about these species and work park biologists are doing with New Jersey Fish & 
Wildlife staff to relocate and monitor populations of threatened and endangered wildlife including 
the cobblestone tiger beetle (Cicindela marginipennis), a globally rare insect known only from 
islands in a few big rivers of the eastern United States, the endangered wood turtle (Glyptemys 
insculpta) and from the world of invasive plants, 12 high-value wetlands infested with common 
reed (Phragmites). Contact: Jeff Shreiner, 570-296-6952x28, Jeff_Shreiner@nps.gov 
http://www.nature.nps.gov/biology/biodiversity/) 

 
 • CIVIL WAR SESQUICENTENNIAL • 
Restoration of Quail Habitat at Manassas National Battlefield Park: The National Park Service has 
partnered with the Quail and Upland Wildlife Federation to maximize recovery and restoration of wild 
quail and other upland species. The work looks at critical habitat and best available science matched with 
old fashioned sweat equity. The partners, along with volunteers and Boy Scouts have restored several 
acres to prime quail habitat and released 600 quail into the ecosystem. And there’s more work to do. 
Contact: Bryan Gorsira, 703-754-1861 x1109, bryan_gorsira@nps.gov  
 
A Greener Gettysburg: Smart parking initiatives for Gettysburg National Military Park's Museum and 
Visitor Center will are in place for the influx of visitors delving into the Sesquicentennial of the Civil 
War. We’ve partnered with the nonprofit Gettysburg Foundation and the local transit authority to use off-
site parking lots at a nearby outlet mall, and an existing shuttle system to expand parking opportunities on 
days when the museum parking areas are filled to capacity. Smart parking at Gettysburg is a perfect 
complement to the park museum's Gold LEED's certification, and "Freedom Transit," a new community 
transportation system that connects the museum with attractions in downtown Gettysburg. Contact: Katie 
Lawhon, 717-334-1124 ext. 3121, Katie_lawhon@nps.gov  
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Environmental History of the Civil War: The National Park Service cares for more than 70 Civil War 
sites and we’ve expanded interpretation to include stories about the prewar south, the war itself, and the 
role of African Americans. These stories are also rooted in particular ecological changes, and involved 
different relationships to the landscape. Civil War sites protect multiple overlapping cultural landscapes 
which calls for collaboration among cultural and natural resource managers in balancing historical 
interpretation and cultural landscape management with ecological sustainability and climate change 
adaptation and mitigation. Contact: Christopher Johnson, 206-220-4141  
christopher_e_johnson@nps.gov  
 
When masonry forts became “historic:” It happened April 11, 1862, and was announced to the world 
jointly by Federal and Confederate troops at Fort Pulaski and Tybee Island some 2.5 miles away at the 
end of a 30-hour bombardment of the fort by Union gunners using, for the first time in history, rifled 
cannon. For more about this amazing piece of technology, Contact: Gloria Swift, Fort Pulaski National 
Monument, 912-786-5787, ext. 218, Gloria_swift@nps.gov  
 
Civil War 1861-1865 environmental consequences today: Extreme vegetation removal from the 
mountains of the Blue Ridge and the Shenandoah Valley led to severe flooding of the Potomac and 
Shenandoah rivers during the war and in the decades that followed.  How extreme? The upper halves of 
Maryland and Loudoun Heights surrounding Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, were completely denuded for 
fortifications, artillery span of fire, and quarters and firewood for soldiers. Bolivar Heights was stripped 
of all vegetation too. Crops were destroyed in the Shenandoah Valley – burned by the military – to deny 
food to invading armies which also created additional erosion and watershed problems. Contact: Dennis 
E. Frye, Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 304-535-6224; dennis_frye@nps.gov    
 

 • BIODIVERSITY • 
Unusual Biodiversity Hotspot - Lichens in Southeast Alaska: Researchers report the highest diversity 
of lichens found anywhere on the North American continent are found in Klondike Gold Rush National 
Historical Park. Located at the headwaters of the longest fjord in southeast Alaska, an area of only 13,000 
acres (53 square kilometers,) harbors the highest number of lichens and associated fungi ever found in an 
area of comparable size: 766 species in two slivers of land along the 1898-99 Gold Rush trails out of 
Skagway and Dyea, Alaska. Fully 75 species – nearly 10% of all species found – are candidates for being 
new to science. Contact: Dave Schirokauer, 907.983.9228, dave_schirokauer@nps.gov or Brendan 
Moynahan, 907.364.2621, brendan_moynahan@nps.gov  
 
Alaskan Traditional Activity Research - Harding Ice Cap Camp: The Alaska National Interest Lands 
Conservation Act of 1980 (ANILCA) permits traditional activities but left the term undefined. Kenai 
Fjords National Park has partnered with the University of Alaska Fairbanks and University of 
Washington to better understand traditional activities in the Exit Glacier area of the park. One activity 
being researched is a former fly-in snow machine tour operation on the Harding Icefield. It lasted just two 
years, was shut down and subsequently disappeared under a blanket of snow in the winter of 1971. It 
melted out almost 40 years later in the summer of 2009. The camp is moving toward the Kenai National 
Wildlife Refuge at a speed of approximately 70 feet per year. Contact: Shannon Kovac, 907-422-0541, 
shannon_kovac@nps.gov or Fritz Klasner, 907-422-0546, fklasner@nps.gov http://www.nps.gov/kefj/  
 
 • PREHISTORIC LIFE, FOSSILS AND ARCHEOLOGY  • 
National Park Service Completes 10 Year Effort to Inventory Fossils: Whew! Just last month we 
completed a 10-year effort to inventory paleontological data in national parks. We’ve identified fossil 
resources in 232 of the 395 national parks and that’s more than twice the number we had on record. 
Collectively, the fossil record preserved in the national park system spans every major period in the 
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history of life – wonderful opportunities for scientific research, public education and cool and sometimes 
controversial stories. Contact: Vincent L. Santucci, 202-513-7186, vincent_santucci@nps.gov  
 
Track of the Mammoth: Back in the day – think Ice Age the motion picture – White Sands National 
Monument near Las Cruces, N.M., was a large body of water called Lake Otero. It was a popular 
watering spot for every bird and animal from miles around including the Columbian mammoth. We know 
this because park rangers have discovered their footprints. Contact: Kevin Schneider, superintendent, 
White Sands National Monument; email Kevin_schneider@nps.gov phone 575-679-2599 ext. 210 
 
3,000-year-old Camp Fire tales: Graham crackers, marshmallows and chocolate bars had yet to be 
invented but there was still plenty of activity around camp fires 3,000 years ago in what is today’s White 
Sands National Monument  near Las Cruces, N.M. Scientists here continue to discover gypsum hearth 
mounds that are the remnants of ancient camp fires. The sites, hundreds of them, are the result of wind 
and water erosion and have turned up arrowheads, spear points and other tools and artifacts.  Contact: 
Kevin Schneider, superintendent, White Sands National Monument; email Kevin_schneider@nps.gov 
phone 575-679-2599 ext. 210 
 
Fossil Discoveries Unlock Geologic Mystery at Glacier Bay National Park: New fossil discoveries at 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve will revise the interpretation of the park’s geology and 
paleoenvironment.  A team of paleontologists conducted field work during August 2011 to re-evaluate an 
unusually thick sequence of Paleozoic rocks.  Fossil collections were obtained from a number of localities 
within the park which provide important new data on the park’s complex geologic history.  One locality 
has produced beautiful specimens of a brachiopod which is new to science. Contact: Vincent L. Santucci, 
202-513-7186, vincent_santucci@nps.gov  
 
You missed it this year but: Put this in your tickler file. It’s National Fossil Day and dozens of 
youngsters dug up fossils on the National Mall in Washington on Oct. 12. There were Fossil Day 
activities in at least 10 national parks the same day which was the second National Fossil Day observance. 
Fossils are an evergreen story so when you have a slow day, think about us. We work in collaboration 
with the American Geological Institute during Earth Science Week every year. The first event involved 
more than 22 million school children across the country. During the past 16 months, the interest in 
National Fossil Day has expanded rapidly with more than 180 partners in 48 States. Our partners include 
museums, professional / amateur organizations, federal / state / local agencies, and fossil site managers. 
Contact: Vincent L. Santucci, Vincent_santucci@nps.gov; 
http://nature.nps.gov/geology/nationalfossilday/) 
 
Ancient Obsidian Trade Explored with Modern Scientific Tools: The volcanic glass called obsidian 
was prized by ancient peoples and traded widely because of its razor sharp tool edge. It’s prized by 
archeologists today because it illustrates ancient trade and travel patterns. National Park Service 
archaeologists in Alaska have collaborated with the Smithsonian Institution on a large obsidian source 
study that employs trace element geochemistry and analytical tools like x-ray fluorescence and neutron 
activation analysis. Pretty cool stuff and we’ve found out that over the last 14,000 years hunter-gatherers 
in the North engaged in surprisingly complex intercontinental trade over distances of thousands of 
kilometers. These ancient traders were also adept prospectors who discovered more than 60 sources of 
rare obsidian, many of which have not been rediscovered to date. Contact: Jeff Rasic, 907-455-0632, 
Jeff_Rasic@nps.gov  
 
Prehistoric Rock Art – Now in Alaska: Common in some regions, like the American southwest, 
prehistoric rock art is extremely rare in northern Alaska. But it exists at three sites within Noatak National 
Preserve and that’s mystery to be explored. A team of National Park Service and University of Alaska 
Museum archaeologists conducted the first systematic documentation of these petroglyphs last year. 
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Contact: Jeff Rasic, 907-455-0632, Jeff_Rasic@nps.gov  
http://www.uaf.edu/museum/info/press/spotlight/noatak/  
 
Frozen Archaeological Finds from Arctic Alaska: Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve has a 
rich archaeological record spanning 12,000 years, and the period between 4000 to 2000 years ago is 
especially well-represented. These sites, known as the Denbigh Flint Complex, represent places used by 
sophisticated hunters who were the first people to colonize the North American high arctic. The small, 
masterfully-made tools after which the tradition is named are a testament to the great technical skills and 
survival arts of their makers. The Lake Matcharak site in Gates of the Arctic is among the most important 
Denbigh sites known due to its exceptional state of preservation and has been the subject of recent 
archaeological research by National Park Service scientists. Contact: Jeff Rasic, 907-455-0632, 
Jeff_Rasic@nps.gov  http://www.nps.gov/gaar/historyculture/upload/Matcharak_One-
Pager_20090113.pdf  
 
The Last Kayak Caribou Hunt: The last known traditional caribou hunt in northern Alaska took place 
in 1944 at Little Chandler Lake adjacent to what is now Gates of the Arctic National Park and Preserve. 
Since ammunition was in short supply in World War II, a group of Nunamiut families briefly revived 
centuries-old techniques--constructing sod drive lines, kayaks, and spears--to harvest caribou. This unique 
event was carefully documented through oral history interviews conducted by anthropologists Grant 
Spearman and Lewis Binford. National Park Service staff members recently compiled the documentation 
of the hunt and are producing a richly illustrated booklet to share this story with the public. Contact: Jeff 
Rasic, 907-455-0632, Jeff_Rasic@nps.gov  
 
Archaeology of Tree Islands: Early Human Settlement and Ecosystem Development: Archaeologists 
from the National Park Service Southeast Archeological Center have discovered that people altered the 
Everglades landscape at its inception and contributed to the development of tree islands more than 5,000 
years ago. Check out the Archaic peoples and the Everglades. Contact: Dr. Margo Schwadron, 850-580-
3011 x238, margo_schwadron@nps.gov) 
 
Archaeologists Study Prehistoric Shell Work Sites in the Ten Thousand Islands: The Ten Thousand 
Islands off south Florida contain a remote archipelago of semi-tropical mangrove islands that stretch for 
miles along the Everglade’s southwest coast. Dozens of extensive prehistoric shell midden mound sites, 
including massive, human-engineered shell works, among the largest and most complicated prehistoric 
shell constructions in the world, are located among this maze of islands. With an award from the National 
Geographic Society, archaeologists from the National Park Service Southeast Archeological Center are 
documenting these sites which represent a unique, prehistoric architectural tradition of landscape terra-
forming using shell, reflecting distinct coastal forager communities who underwent changes in social 
complexity for over 5,000 years. Contact: Dr. Margo Schwadron, 850-580-3011 x238, 
margo_schwadron@nps.gov)  
 

 • PARTNERS AND VOLUNTEERS • 
World Heritage Fellowships: meet John Zulu, site manager of Zambia’s Mosi-oa-Tunya/Victoria Falls 
National Park. Zulu is working in the U.S. at Grand Canyon National Park as part of the U.S. World 
Heritage Fellows Program. He’ll work alongside managers at the canyon as part of a program 
commitment to strengthen the conservation of World Heritage sites around the world.  Since 2009, the 
National Park Service has offered training opportunities to managers of World Heritage sites in 
developing countries.  Previous World Heritage Fellows have come from Brazil, Kenya, the Seychelles, 
South Africa, and Peru. Contact: Stephen Morris 202-354-1803, stephen_morris@nps.gov and visit 
http://www.nps.gov/oia/new/New_Page/WH_Fellowship.htm  
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ProjectWET: The National Park Service this year partnered with Project WET (Water Education for 
Teachers) Foundation to feature hands-on, science-based activities for a new educational series called 
“Discover the Waters of Our National Parks.” NPS park rangers and Project WET staff envision a 
package of videos, special workshops and seminars, on-line courses, children’s activity booklets, educator 
guides, posters, a web portal and other hands-on, investigative, science-based materials that meet local, 
state and national curriculum standards. We’ll have a pilot program in three to six parks later this year. 
All project materials will be developed at the community and park level with teachers, researchers and 
water experts.  Contact: Linda Drees, Linda_Drees@nps.gov  970.225.3595 
 
We love retirees: They look old enough to be, well, retired but there they are wearing the bright yellow 
shirt and cap of the National Park Service volunteer. They once were engineers, architects, teachers, 
farmers, doctors, lawyers, jet pilots, fire fighters, cops, you name it. Many are living childhood dreams, 
many just can’t stop learning and sharing what they learn. And your visit to a national park is a richer 
experience because they can’t sit still in retirement. At Everglades National Park in Fiscal Year 2010 
there were 1,074 volunteers who donated 58,368 hours of service. That’s about 28 full time park rangers 
whose time is worth something north of $1.2 million. In 2010, we had 221,460 volunteers in the national 
park system. They provided 6.4 million hours of service worth $133.7 million. Contact: Kathy Kupper, 
202-208-6843, Kathy_kupper@nps.gov or Jeffrey Olson, 202-208-6843, Jeffrey_olson@nps.gov  
 
Healthy Parks, Healthy People: “Healthy Parks, Healthy People U.S.” is a National Park Service 
initiative to integrate human, environmental and ecological health into the mission of public parks and 
public lands. The initiative goal is to connect humans with nature in a way that is beneficial to humans 
and the surrounding ecosystem. “Healthy Parks, Healthy People U.S.” has six focal points: Human health 
is linked to the health of the environment and the natural landscape; holistic human health, open spaces 
and natural places; environmental stewardship; access; and collaboration.  Contact: Capt. Charles L. 
Higgins, 202-513-7217, charles_higgins@nps.gov;  Dr. Margaret Wild, 970-225-3593, 
margaret_wild@nps.gov  
 
The Mississippi River… and National Parks? The National Park Service is part of a collaborative to 
promote the Mississippi River as a treasured landscape. The Mississippi River Connections Collaborative 
(MRCC) represents a new prototype for river-long resource restoration, protection, recreation, and 
programming that relies on a network among national parks, US Fish & Wildlife Service refuges up and 
down the length of the river, and the nonprofit Mississippi River Trail, Inc.  The MRCC also highlights 
the Mississippi River as pivotal to the Civil War Sesquicentennial story as the United States in 1862 and 
1863 implemented Gen. Winfield Scott's "Anaconda Plan" to move federal forces deep into Confederate 
territory via the Mississippi River. These efforts culminated with the siege and fall of Vicksburg in May-
July 1863, which will be commemorated as one of the National Park Service signature events for the Civil 
War Sesquicentennial. Contact: Liz Smith-Incer, 228/ 230-4120 liz_smith-incer@nps.gov  
 

 • ALASKA, OH ALASKA • 
Poop management on Mount McKinley: Denali National Park staff aggressively reminds climbers to 
use "clean mountain cans" for human waste. They also track the amount of other garbage that comes 
down off the mountain. The results have been a much cleaner mountain. Sidebar: research/sampling at 
glacier outwash off McKinley looking for remnant trash or human waste that was for decades tossed in 
crevasses because everything rolls downhill. Contact: John Quinley, 907-644-3512, 
john_quinley@nps.gov  
 
Novarupta 100 years later in Katmai National Park and Preserve: June 6-8 of 2012 is the centennial 
of the largest volcanic eruption of the 20th century, a 60-hour event that expelled 30 times the volume of 
magma as the 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens. The landscape-changing event in southwest Alaska – 
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the land of 10,000 smokes - also spawned the modern science of volcano monitoring. See what we’ve 
learned and what we’re learning today. Contact: John Quinley, 907-644-3512, john_quinley@nps.gov  
 
This isn’t Yellowstone, Alaska National Parks are Different: An interesting look at how parks are 
managed up north where 20+ million acres are open to sport hunting and 40 million acres are open to 
subsistence hunting & fishing. Related: Archeology/hunting on the Last Frontier: A look at hunting, 
from the ancient and present day pursuit of caribou. Along with fish camps, it’s a constant in life in 
northern villages. Sidebar: look at the old sites (including hunting camp tent rings 
http://www.nps.gov/gaar/historyculture/upload/APS-Tremayne.pdf )  National Park Service scientists 
have uncovered that show trade routes from inland caribou hunting tribes and coastal marine mammal 
hunting villages. The patterns persist today and have evolved. Contact: John Quinley, 907-644-3512, 
john_quinley@nps.gov  
 
Predator control: The National Park Service manages for a natural diversity of wildlife while Alaska’s 
legislated mandate is to grow more moose and caribou. Biologists, federal and state, get along but the 
clash comes at the state regulatory board level when the National Park Service opposes new or expanded 
hunts and methods (flashlights in bear dens and allowances for shooting cubs was a recent parting of the 
ways.) The National Park Service has solid, long-standing research, especially in Denali National Park 
and Preserve, on predator-prey interactions and long-term monitoring of wolf populations in Yukon-
Charley Rivers National Preserve and other Alaska parks. Contact: John Quinley, 907-644-3512, 
john_quinley@nps.gov 
 
Pebble Mine Pending: The proposed gold mine would lie outside the boundary of Lake Clark National 
Park & Preserve but the park is bound by its establishing legislation to protect Bristol Bay salmon and 
Lake Clark freshwater. Conflict lies on the horizon amid spectacular scenery and an amazing return of 
salmon to the headwaters of Bristol Bay, our planet’s largest salmon run. Contact: John Quinley, 907-
644-3512, john_quinley@nps.gov 
 
After the mine plays out: The National Park Service continues to restore the Kennecott copper mine in 
the middle of Wrangell-St. Elias National Park & Preserve. The early 1900's site features a 14-story mill 
building of massive timbers, a power house with various toxic industrial garbage of the day, mine shafts 
with rotting explosives – all amid a landscape of glaciers, steep slopes and high powered streams. 
Colorful local Alaskan characters remain and are part of the story. Here’s an opportunity for a reporter to 
explore the mine buildings, go ice climbing on glaciers, raft a river, fly in bush planes. Contact: John 
Quinley, 907-644-3512, john_quinley@nps.gov 
 
Cruise ship management at Glacier Bay: This premier destination has pollution concerns that include 
noise and air quality. ://www.nps.gov/akso/AKParkScience/Vol9-Issue2.html  Glacial retreat has been 
“creating” the bay for more than 200 years. The enterprising reporter and producer will have to carve out 
time for kayaking and park exploration, too. Contact: John Quinley, 907-644-3512, 
john_quinley@nps.gov 
 

 • FIRE MANAGEMENT • 
Prescribed fire prevents bigger losses: When managers of the Jarhead Fire in Big Cypress National 
Preserve made the decision to focus on protection of private property inside the park they did so confident 
a prescribed burn from the previous year would hold the northwest flank of the fire. Pines and palmettos 
in the 5,000 acre area had one year of regrowth but held. Big Cypress National Preserve has the largest 
prescribed burning program in the National Park Service, typically burning more than 50,000 acres 
annually. http://www.nps.gov/fire/public/pub_fir11_bicy_jarhead.cfm Contact: John Nobles, Big 
Cypress Fire Management Officer john_g_nobles@nps.gov (239) 695-9280 Ext. 104. 
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 • HISTORIC PRESERVATION • 
Who are you going to call when an oil spill heads for historic buildings? There have been 16 
documented oil spills since the BP Horizon disaster and the answer to the question is you call the 
National Park Service’s National Center for Preservation Technology and Training in Natchitoches, 
Louisiana. We call it NCPTT for short and the crew there advances the application of science and 
technology to historic preservation. They work in the fields of archeology, architecture, landscape 
architecture and materials conservation and provide training, education, research, technology transfer and 
are terrific community partners. Contact: Kirk Cordell, 318/356-7444, kirk_cordell@nps.gov and visit 
 http://inside.nps.gov/waso/waso.cfm?prg=743&lv=3  
 


